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There are 29 species of rabbits world-wide, 
and rabbits are found on all continents except 
Antarctica. Seventeen of the 29 species are 
wild Sylvilagus (cottontail) rabbits, found only 
in North and South America, including the 
Eastern Cottontail found right here on Grosse 
Ile. European rabbits were introduced into 
Australia where they became, and still are, a 
destructive invasive species. The European rabbit 
(Oryctolagus cuniculus) is the parent of all 305 
breeds of domesticated rabbits (pet, lab, fur, and 
meat rabbits), but, surprisingly, the species is 
endangered in its native range of Spain, Portugal, 
and southwestern France. Wild and domestic 
rabbits do not mate.
 
CHARACTERISTICS & HABITAT: Eastern 
Cottontails are somewhat egg-shaped with 
a round head and long ears, strong hind 
legs, and a white “cottonball” tail. They can 
be reddish-brown or gray-brown. These are 
medium size rabbits, averaging 14-19 inches 

“What’s up, Doc?” – Bugs Bunny

NATIVE SPECIES 
OF GROSSE ILE

Eastern 
Cottontail 

Rabbit  
(Sylvilagus floridanus)

BY BERT URBANI

long with a 2 inch tail, and weighing 1.8-4.4 
pounds. (The Guinness Book of World Records 
longest rabbit was a Continental giant, Darius, 
who was 12 years old and 4 feet 2 inches long 
and 50 pounds when he was stolen from his 
enclosure in England on April 10, 2021, and 
never found. The smallest is the pygmy rabbit 
(Brachylagus idahoensis), at only 7.9 inches in 
length and 0.9 pounds in weight.)

DIET: Rabbits are almost entirely herbivores, 
eating whatever vegetation is available and 
within reach. In summer they focus on grass 
and clover, as well as flowers and leaves. In 
winter they eat twigs, buds, and the bark of 
woody vegetation. Like other rabbits, Eastern 
Cottontails are coprophagous (feces eating). 
They produce two types of fecal pellets, one 
of which contains only partially digested food. 
By consuming those pellets they derive the full 
nutrition from their food.  

GIBRALTAR BAY UNIT 
(GBU) DETROIT RIVER 

INT’L WILDLIFE REFUGE
28820 E. River Rd. 

Open to the Public Daily, 
Dawn to Dusk

AIRPORT NATURAL 
AREA (ANA)  

Beyond the Gate
at the GBU

Open for Special Events

SOLSTICE HIKE
Sun, Dec 19 @ 1:00pm

Meridian Woods

WINTER WALK
Sun, Jan 8 @ 1:00pm

Meridian Woods

BIRDS ON THE BAY
Sun, Feb 13 @ 1:00pm

GBU or ANA

POOLS, PUDDLES & PONDS
Sat, March 19 @ 1:00pm

Meridian Woods

SIGNS OF SPRING  
Sun, April 24 @ 1:00pm 

ANA/GBU
Continued on page 2



Thank You
TO OUR

SPECIAL DONORS

IN MEMORY OF
BILL HEINRICH 

   
Paul & Tracy Rice

LIFETIME MEMBERS
CAROL DOMINO

GREGORY GOYERT & 
MARJORIE TREADWELL

PAUL NUSSBAUM
STEVEN SCHWEICKART   

MANY THANKS 
to our volunteers in 

Administration, Education, 
Stewardship and Sunday 

ANA Hosts

SPECIAL THANKS 
to our Graphic Designer, 

REBECCA YOPS,
whose amazing work 

makes the GINLC 
newsletter shine!

PRESIDENT’S
NOTES

Reflections From the President
BY PETER KANTZ

It has been a good year for the Conservancy. Things are getting back to “normal,” or 
is it a “new normal?” This year memberships in the Conservancy are back up around 
the 200 mark; that is normal. The Conservancy is again conducting regular in-person 
nature education programs and is working with 
the school district to establish new programs; 
that is normal. The Conservancy’s Board of 
Directors still conducts their meetings virtually, 
is that a new normal? Water levels on the Great 
Lakes have been well above average for the past 
6 years, is that a new normal? This Fall southeast 
Michigan has been extremely warm and wet, is 
that a new normal? Global temperatures and 
ocean levels are rising, and ice caps are melting, 
is this the new normal? Can we reverse the course 
of “climate change” or is it just normal variations 
in the weather? Will we be able to adapt to the 
“new normal?” 

Challenges lie ahead, how we handle those 
challenges will determine our future. Nature has 
been adapting to changes since the beginning of 
time. Not all species have survived. Mankind is 
blessed with an intellect that allows us to learn 
from our natural surroundings, address and adapt 
to changes and work towards a better future. The 
earth is our home. Survival is up to us.

I’m optimistic that if we treat the earth as our 
home, care about our global neighbors and use 
our intellect to develop equitable solutions to the environmental challenges facing us, 
that the future will be bright. 2022 is a new year. Let’s act locally, think globally and 
take positive actions to address the environmental issues facing us today. 
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“Let’s act locally, 
think globally 

and take positive 
actions to address 
the environmental 

issues facing us 
today.”

EARLY BIRD  
MIGRATION WALK  

Sat, May 14 @ 10:00am
 Meridian Woods

WETLAND WANDER  
SUN, JUN 12 @ 1:00PM  

ANA/GBU

THINGS WITH WINGS
Sat, July 16 @ 1:00pm 

ANA/GBU 

LOVELY LOTUS WALK 
Sat, Aug 20 @ 1:00pm 

ANA 

TWILIGHT HIKE 
Sat, Sept 17 @ 7:00pm 

ANA/GBU 

NATURE OF  
HALLOWEEN 

Sun, Oct 30 @ 1:00pm 
ANA/GBU

OWL PROWL  
Sat, Nov 12 @  6:30pm  

Centennial Farm

SOLSTICE WALK   
Sun, Dec 18 @ 1:00pm  

Meridian Woods

CALANDAR CONTINUED



In Memory of a GINLC Founder
BY BERT URBANI 
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The Grosse Ile Nature & Land Conservancy lost one of  its 
founders on September 19.  Edgar William Heinrich, II, 
known to us as Bill, passed away at the age of 92. Bill first 
advocated the idea of a Grosse Ile Land Trust in the middle 
1980s. During the summer of 1992, he became part of the six 
residents known as the “6 Pack” who spent hours analyzing 
the problems of preserving the Island’s semirural, wooded 
atmosphere in the face of unprecedented development 
pressure. One of their recommendations was the formation of 
a land trust so that the community and donors could benefit 
from the voluntary preservation of natural areas.

Founders Amanda Phillips and Ingo Hasserodt offered 
these reflections on Bill’s legacy.

Amanda: So sorry to hear of Bill’s passing.  He was a 
passionate advocate for the environment. His voice will be 
heard for many years.

Ingo: Bill knew more about properties on Grosse Ile than 
anybody. When I first met him, he took me through a 
magnificent property on Ferry Rd, just west of Meridian, 
abutting the Thorofare Canal. It had been seized for taxes 
and was offered by the DNR to the Township for a dollar. The 
supervisor at the time preferred development and turned down 

the offer. It was bought by a developer for a song. Now there 
are expensive mansions on Golfview and Fairway Drive. This 
incident was another incentive to create the Conservancy.

Amanda: I remember that  incident very well, Ingo, and 
how upsetting it was at the time. That beautiful property 
should have remained in its natural state. It was one of the 
many reasons for the beginning of the Conservancy.

Ingo: Bill was also a driving force to turn the Nike Missile 
Base into a wildlife habitat. We went through it just after 
the military abandoned it. With the large, deep silos and 
massive concrete bunkers (fortunately the atomic explosive 
tipped missiles were long gone), it looked like a daunting 
task. After the silos had been filled with sand and the 
bunkers dismantled, the base was turned over to the EPA, 
whose district director was very much in tune with the goals 
of the new conservancy and gave us a free hand to create 
the wildlife refuge that exists now. (Note: the site is now 
the Gibraltar Bay Unit of the Detroit River International 
Wildlife Refuge owned by the US Fish & Wildlife Service.)

The GINLC continues to serve the community in its 29th year 
due in large part to Bill’s passion and dedication. We extend 
our sincere condolences to his wife Patricia and their family.



Environmental Ed is 
Exciting & Entertaining
BY ERIN PARKER

Summer and fall educational opportunities were in abundance on Grosse 
Ile. The Education Committee plans to host monthly walks at different sites 
across the island so that both residents and visitors can see a variety of 
habitats throughout the year.
 
In August, a beautiful (if hot) walk along the Airport Natural Area trail provided 
great views of the American Lotus flowers in full bloom. Their large hydrophobic 
leaves sit well above the water surface on strong 
stems, unlike water lilies with their floating 
pads at the surface. The Education Committee 
also spent a week doing environmental studies 
at St. James Church Vacation Bible School and 
a week at the Gibraltar Bay Unit of the Detroit 
River International Wildlife Refuge.
 
In September, participants focused on Things with Wings and while the windy 
day made it more difficult to locate some of the daintiest fliers like damselflies 
and butterflies, larger dragonflies and many other insects were observed.
 
October’s Nature of Halloween walk included ten stations with information, 
images, and objects related to the plants and animals that have a creepy 
reputation, including snakes, bats, and coyotes. Hawks and vultures were 
moving through, with a pair of red-tailed hawks giving their characteristic 
screams for the perfect soundtrack for the event. 
 
November’s popular Owl Prowl at Centennial Farm took advantage of the 
early darkness to learn about our three most common types of owls, use 
recordings of their sounds and listening for them to call back, and even the 
opportunity to dissect a (previously sterilized) owl pellet to examine what it 
is that owls eat. 
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Top – Students learn about a tiny tree frog from 
GINLC board member Madeleine Jones. A youth 
collects water from the Quarry Pond. Below – Erin 
Parker calls attention to migrating turkey vultures 
during the Halloween Walk.

Below – Owl Prowl – Jeff Sobiechowski and son Camden dissect an owl pellet and 
identify the bones. A young helper, Evelyn Jones, shares Erin’s owl photos.
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Fall 2021 
Stewardship
BY PETER KANTZ

Stewardship is a year-round task encompassing many 
different activities and often requires partnering with 
different organizations and individuals. On Monday mornings 
from 9:00 am to noon, weather permitting, a group of 
GINLC volunteers get together to work on Conservancy 
and Township properties. These people, retired from their 
professional careers, volunteer to give back to the community 
by restoring and protecting the natural environment.

Stewardship, however, requires more than just a handful of 
volunteers on Monday mornings. It requires more volunteers, 
more equipment, and more expertise. Boy Scouts taking 
on Eagle Scout projects have been an immense help with 
building trails, observation platforms, educational displays, 
and signage. Organizations such as the VFW, Rotary, Kiwanis, 
Knights of Columbus and local churches and businesses have 
donated to help make the Eagle Scout projects possible.

When the Conservancy takes on large and expensive 
projects such as constructing the retaining walls and 
installing water and sewer lines at Sunrise Park, Compeau 
Brothers has consistently come in with the low bid. If the 
Conservancy requires heavy equipment for smaller jobs, 
Charlie Compeau often volunteers to do the job for free. 
C.E. Raines Company has provided free consulting and 
oversite for many of these projects.

The Conservancy owns an array of lawn and garden 
equipment. This equipment requires regular maintenance 
and repair. Ralph’s Lawn Equipment is always there to help 
with the tasks we cannot do ourselves with quick service 
and a fair price. 

When a call goes out for weekend stewardship events 

Top left: The Monday Stewardship crew  (l-r, John 
Leon, Peter Kantz, Steve Szekely, Phil Smiley, Michael 
Polite) stands near one of several handy piles of junk 
they assembled for future archeologists from the junk 
abandoned by the Naval Air Station GI personnel. Phil 
Pellett and Sheena Zawistowicz pose by the debris they 
collected during the Island Clean Up. Ginny Batch-Riling 
paints the exterior of the Eagle Scout tree slice display on 
the GINLC preserve next to the entrance of the Meridian 
Woods Open Space. 

it is not unusual for fifteen or more people to show up, 
with their tools and expertise. It is not possible, in this 
newsletter, to personally thank all the individuals and 
businesses that have helped GINLC with its stewardship 
activities over the years. Stewardship of Grosse Ile’s 
natural areas is about more than GINLC. It is an entire 
community making Grosse Ile a better place to live 
by protecting and restoring our natural environment.
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REPRODUCTION: It’s not for nothing that rabbits have a 
reputation of extreme fertility. Temperature seems to be 
the controlling factor in determining the start and length 
of rabbit breeding season, with year-round breeding in 
warmer climates, such as Texas, and March to September 
in Michigan. Rabbits reach reproductive maturity at two or 
three months of age; males will mate with more than one 
female; and females average three to four litters per year, 
with an average of five babies (kits) per litter, or 20 per 
year! Gestation is about 28 days and kits are born with a 
fine coat of hair and closed eyes. Baby rabbits are adorable, 
with a white streak on their foreheads that disappears as 
they get older.

The nest is a shallow depression in the ground about 5 
inches deep, lined with vegetation and fur from the mother’s 
underbelly. The mother does not stay in the nest, returning 
twice a day to nurse the young until they are weaned at 
about four or five weeks. I was cutting the grass in early 
summer and discovered a nest in our lawn and avoided it 
until they were gone about seven weeks later. 

LIFESTYLE: Eastern Cottontails are prey. They are on the menu 
for foxes, coyotes, mink, great horned owls, barred owls, 
hawks, crows, and snakes, as well as humans and our dogs and 
cats. Predators can keep the rabbit population in check, but in 
some places where predators are few, rabbit populations can 
be overwhelming. Wild rabbits live short lives, averaging 15 
months. They do not hibernate and are active mostly at dawn 
and dusk. Cottontails live in abandoned dens, unlike European 
rabbits who dig extensive burrows.

VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES: I thought Eastern Cottontails were 
everywhere on Grosse Ile, but friends in some of the more 

developed subdivisions lament that they never see them. There 
are many on Hickory Island, and probably in all places where 
there are large lawns bordered by shrubs and trees. Most likely 
they will not be found in the large Open Space or GINLC 
properties which are too heavily wooded to be attractive to 
rabbits. Maybe they’re on their way to a shrub near you!

Read about the fraught history of rabbits on Grosse Ile on 
the page 10.

EASTERN COTTONTAIL RABBIT, continued from cover

The John D. Dingell Jr. Visitor Center at the Detroit River 
International Wildlife Refuge Gateway on W. Jefferson in Trenton 
remains closed because of Dept. of Interior COVID-19 rules. But the 
grounds, trails, and fishing pier of the Gateway are still open to the 
public from dawn to dusk every day of the year. The same is true of 
the trails at the Gibraltar Bay Unit on E. River Rd. on Grosse Ile.

Refuge Manager Susan White has returned to Hawaii where 
she will work as a deputy refuge supervisor. The Detroit Refuge 

Manager job was posted until Nov 19 and the process 
to replace her is underway. The  GINLC enjoys a great 

partnership with the DRIWR and, although we are sad  
to see her leave,  we send congratulations and best 
wishes to Susan.

Detroit River International 
Wildlife Refuge Update  

BY BERT URBANI
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Cynthia Ackermann & 
 Kenneth Bradley
Frank & Mary Agosti
Marcia & Sandra Aller
John Altstetter*
Eugene & Ann Anderson
Marcia Anderson
Colleen Armstrong
Suzanne Bagozzi &
 Dennis Dudus
Ronald & Cynthia Baird
Julia Barill
Ginny Batch-Riling
Drs. John & Marilyn Belamaric
Adam & Joyce Bickel
Ryan & Joanna Botkin
John M. Branski
Michael Brisco
Jennifer & Scott Brown*
Viktor & Robin Brown*
Carol Bryk
Kathleen Campbell & 
 Robert Summers
William & Susan Clauss
Terry Clemons
Etta & Piper Cochrane
Harriet & Tom Cole
John & Nancy Colina
James & Marjory Conley
Joseph & Janet Connors
Kay Cozzi
Curt & Nancy Crysler
Heather & Steven Csaki
Cindy & Jay Czarnik*
Kyle DeBeausset
Mary Dery
Kent & Victoria DesJardins
Bob & Donna DeVoe
The Honorable Debbie Dingell*
Bob & Linda Dombrowski
Phyllis & Herman Domine
Carol Domino*
James & Allison Drzinski
Bonnie Eichold
Richard T. Eifert
Linda El-Zein
Jane Emmerich & Ann Beaufore
Rika & Tommy Erickson
Richard & Jane Fijal

Susan Filkins
Janice Finazzo
Robert Firmstone, Jr.
Kevin Flavin
Mikhail Folipovitch
Teresa Fritz
Pamela & Jack Frucci
Raymond Geist
Kristy George
Chris Gierczak
Paul & Julie Gloor*
Lynda Gluch
Drs. Gregory Goyert & 
 Marjorie Treadwell
Mark & Mary Grazioli
Jo-Anne Gronlund
Susie  Harrison
Dr. Brian & Katie Hartwell
Ingo Hasserodt
Lulu & Joseph Heller
Joan Hemsworth
Kevin Higgins
Collie Hooper-Yan
Kevin Hornauer
David & Eve Howell
Elizabeth Hugel & 
 Manfred Egerer
Laureen Hussey
Sharon & Robert Irwin
James & Emily Jackson
Blair & Gordon Jones*
Madeleine Jones
Gary & Kathleen Kadau
Peter Kantz*
Katherine Kerr
Kurt & Kristen Kobiljak
Stefan & Dolores Kobiljak
Anthony & Jeanne Krukowski
Suzanne Kwiecien
Gary & Cathleen Lantendresse
John Leon & Roberta Urbani
Mary & Fernando Leon
Sr. Betty Leon
Ann & Brian Loftus
Stephen & Renee Louzon
Patricia Lukasik
Bruce & Dorene Markwardt
Nicole Mathes
Anthony & Diane Mazurek

Myra McInerney
Mary Pat Mech
Susan Meyer Eldredge*
Kim Meyer Landaal*
William Meyer*
   Meyer Family Foundation
Richard & Jeanne Micka
Eric & Paige Miller
Ronald & Gayle Mitchell
Dr. Frank & Deborah Mitek
Wendy & Michael Moco
John & Nancy Morrison
Denise Morse
William Morse
Victoria & Dr. Daniel Murphy
Katharine Murphy & Phil Smiley
Dean & Kat Musgrave*
Bill & Kathy Nachtrab
Carol Nankervis
Patricia Nielsen
Paul & Martha Nussbaum
Matthew & Elizabeth O’Donnell
Gerry Page
Kevin & Christine Paholak
Dominic & Liz Palazzolo
Erin Parker & Peter Blank
James & Diane Parker
John & Beverly Paul
Doreene Payette
Tracy & Adam Pearce
Kim & Rick Pegouske & Gabriel
Phil & Marie Pellett
Mike & Linda Perry
Greg Pflum
Amanda & Phil Phillips
David & Carole Poleski*
Kimberly & James Polidori
Michael Polite
Dennis& Deborah Prunkard
John Ramey
Bruce & Tammy Ranck*
Bob & Karen Ranka
Barbara Rateick
Nancy & John Repp
Paul & Tracy Rice
Linda & Larry Robin
Peter & Anne-Marie Rock
Darren & Susan Rockey
Gregory Roginski

Dave Rothwell
Armando & 
 Barbara Sardanopoli
Ann Schiebner
Pat & Richard Schmidt
Mike & Kathy Shields
Michael & Bethany Simone
Scott & Claudia Simons
Mark & Diane Skarzynski
Al & Karen Skrocki
Patricia Smart
Richard & Maria Snyder
Cheryl & Jeff Sobiechowski
Leo & Marie Stevenson 
Cliff & Pat St. Pierre
Katherine Strain-Benton
Joan Strickler
Rita Strow
Gene & Mary Swift
Michael & Wendy Szczechowski
Marcy Tarziers
Barbara & Ralph Thayer
Doug & Cari Thiel
Jordan & Linda Thompson
Ken Tilp
Yogesh & Hemlata Trivedi
Rhonda Tyler
Barry & Lynda Van Engelen
Ted & June Van Os
Michelle & Guy Vining
Samuel C. Warner
Fred Watson*
Tom & Doreen Woodward
Scott & Wendy Wright
C. H. Yan
Rebecca Yops
Sheena & Chris Zawistowicz
Denise Zielinski
Lois Zook
Tom Zucchet

BASF Corporation
Grosse Ile Garden Club
Kroger Community Rewards
LifeLong Family Dentistry, 
 Dr. Brian M. Long
Ralph’s Lawn Equipment, 
 Ralph Gronda

Donations Received – October 2020 to November 2021

THANK YOU! Please advise if your name was omitted or misspelled so that we may correct our records.

*Lifetime Members

AMAZON SMILE
Don’t forget to smile — Sign up for Amazon Smile! 
Select Grosse Ile Nature & Land Conservancy as your 
charitable organization, and then 0.5% of the purchase 
price of eligible products will be donated to GINLC. 

KROGER CARDS
Enroll your Kroger Plus card to benefit the Grosse 
Ile Nature & Land Conservancy! Go to www.kroger.
com/communityrewards to enroll. Thanks!

2 Easy Ways to Give
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Short, Sweet, & Informative 
BY BERT URBANI

The GINLC Annual Membership meeting was held on Oct 30, outdoors at Centennial Farm due to the ongoing pandemic. 
The brisk temperature kept it brief as the assembled members celebrated the 2021 GINLC Conservationist of the Year, heard 
about all the Conservancy’s 2021 accomplishments, elected new board members, and thanked retiring board members.

GINLC 2021 Conservationist of the Year
The GINLC created the Conservationist of the Year award to recognize those individuals whose actions go beyond 
expectations to fulfill our mission to educate the public and protect and preserve the natural resources of Grosse Ile 
and the surrounding area. This year, we are thrilled to recognize Lori Riopelle for her years of dedication and leadership 
of Take It Outside, the annual high school nature photography contest, especially during the pandemic year when 
most other GINLC activities were curtailed. President Peter Kantz elaborated, describing how Lori solicits our judge(s), 
develops the poster, contacts numerous schools and teachers in the region, receives the emailed photos, organizes 
them for the judging, delivers the awards, and creates and delivers the winners display to various locations, including 
IslandFest, Island Fair, the Annual Meeting, and the Wyandotte and Trenton libraries. Congratulations to Lori on 
receiving this well deserved award!

GINLC 2021 Accomplishments
With safe, in-person outdoor activities the GINLC 
accomplished a great deal in 2021, including the clean 
up of the former Naval Air Station Grosse Ile non-toxic 
dump, reinstalling the spotting scope at Sunrise Park, 
removing trees damaged by beavers and high water at 
Sunrise Park and Kobiljak Preserve, reopening the Hennepin 
Marsh Gateway Preserve, repairing the educational sign at 
Hennepin Marsh Gateway Preserve, Painting the Swamp  
Oak display and resurfacing the Meridian Trailhead with 
wood chips, participating in IslandFest and IslandFair, 
holding a virtual  Earth Day Celebration, publishing the 
new www.GINLC.org website, celebrating the life of 

board member Margarete Hasserodt with a Memorial at 
Centennial Farm,  resuming the Sunday Meet & Greets at 
the Airport Natural Area (ANA), conducting Stewardship 
of Township properties at Intrepid Pond, Sunrise Park and 
ANA, presenting monthly Educational Programs and two 
Summer camp programs for over 200 kids and adults, 
presenting the 2020/2021 High School Photo Contest, with 
9 area high schools participating and cash prizes, awarding 
the Bruce Jones Scholarship to Emma Griffin, a GIHS senior, 
completing a New Eagle Scout Project at ANA, continuing 
leadership in McLouth Steel Community Advisory Group, 
publishing three issues of the Voyageur Newsletter and 
adopting the GINLC Vision and reconfirming the Mission.



9

Ginny (Virginia) Batch-Riling 
grew up on Grosse Ile and 
returned here in April with her 
husband to raise her family and 
participate in community life.  
She is a member of the  
Monday morning Stewardship 
group and plans to be a part 
of the membership committee 
and recruit new members.

WELCOME 
NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS!

BY BERT URBANI

The GINLC 
welcomes a 

bumper crop of 
new and 

returning board 
members!

Paul Gloor returns to the Board 
after his mandatory one-year 
sabbatical. He learned to love 
the outdoors growing up on a 
dairy farm in Ontario Canada. He 
is an avid kayaker, cyclist, 
skier, hiker, golfer, and enjoys 
backwoods canoeing in Northern 
Ontario. A PhD chemical 
engineer, Paul recently retired 
from BASF to devote more time 
to his hobbies, travelling and 
conservation activities. Paul has 
been elected Vice President.

Laureen Hussey grew up on 
Grosse Ile and is a graduate 
of GIHS. She received a B.A. 
in Accounting from Michigan 
State University and brings 
over 25 years of corporate and 
non-profit experience to GINLC. 
With their three sons grown, 
Laureen and her husband Jon, 
also a graduate of GIHS, enjoy 
all that Grosse Ile has to offer. 
Laureen is taking on the role of 
Treasurer.

Katie Kobiljak is a lifelong 
resident of Grosse Ile and a 
recent MSU graduate. She 
now attends the University 
of Detroit Mercy law school 
and represents her class at 
U of D’s Environmental Law 
Society. Katie has worked for 
the American Conservation 
Coalition for two years as a 
government affairs advisor, 
working to support bipartisan 
climate policy in our federal and 
state governments. Her love  
for nature has led her to get 
more involved with the GINLC.

Bill Nachtrabs and his wife 
Kathy have four adult children 
and eight grandchildren. They 
have lived on Grosse Ile for 
42 years and really love the 
island and the nature found 
here. He is a chemical engineer 
and worked in manufacturing 
management for most of his 
career. Bill has been an active 
member of the Stewardship 
Team for the last nine months 
and looks forward to working on 
the GINLC’s Board as Secretary.

Steven Schweickart returns to 
the GINLC board after a few 
years away. He is a GIHS and 
MSU graduate and works in the 
finance industry. Steven and his 
wife Katarina have two children. 
Their favorite hobbies include 
camping, cooking, and hiking. 
If there’s any time left, you can 
often find Steven reading and 
playing tennis. His goals are to 
support conservation through 
education and awareness.

Pat Selby is a 26-year resident 
of Grosse Ile, raising two children 
here. She worked as a chemical 
engineer and as an attorney in 
voter protection, civil rights, and 
criminal defense. Pat previously 
served on the GINLC board 
for several years, including as 
liaison to the GI Open Space/
Greenways Committee. She also 
served eight years on the school 
board. Pat especially appreciates 
the natural aspects of Grosse Ile 
and the way the community  
has placed a priority on 
maintaining that character. 

Thank you, Retiring Board Members
A bumper crop of new board members means that same number of current board members are leaving the board. Liz 
Hugel, Peter Kantz, John Leon, and Bert Urbani are term limited, having completed three three-year terms. Rika Erikson  
has moved off the Island, and Susie Harrison and Phil Smiley are stepping down due to other commitments. The GINLC 
thanks these people for their service on the board, and looks forward to seeing them at programs, committee meetings, 
and stewardship events. Peter will stay on as president for one more year, as a nonvoting officer of the board.
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MYSTERY PHOTO:

What is it? ▶▶
Find answer in Fall issue!

FROM THE SUMMER ISSUE:

This nosy deer nosed 
up to the GINLC Trail 
Cam at the Airport 

Natural Area

The Rabbit War:  
The Fraught History of Grosse Ile & Rabbits
BY BERT URBANI, based on an article  by Tony Krukowski  in the Winter 
2017/2018 issue of the Grosse Ile Historical Society newsletter

Many people on Grosse Ile are not fond of deer and rabbits because of the challenge 
of trying to grow anything in our yards. And apparently, this animosity goes back a 
long way, to the Rabbit War of 1932.

By the 1930s, Grosse Ile had a human population of 1,500, and a rabbit population 
in the tens of thousands. As you know from page 6, rabbits don’t hibernate during the 
winter. When plants are dormant and snow is deep, they become desperate for food 
and chew the bark off any woody vegetation poking out of the snow. The rabbits killed 
thousands of trees and shrubs. This ignited a desperate response from the citizenry, but 
at the time, Grosse Ile was a game preserve and all wildlife was protected by state law. 

The residents reached a “kumbayah” solution in 1931. In what was praised as a 
“gunless hunt,” Grosse Ile men and boys 
herded up thousands of rabbits which 
were then were transported to parts of 
Michigan where game rabbits were scarce. 
The blissful coexistence didn’t last. During 
the spring, summer, and fall of 1932, the 
remaining rabbits quickly replaced their 
absent relatives. By January 1932, the 
residents were proposing to invite 10,000 
hunters to the Island to solve the problem.  
A compromise was reached, wherein a 
few hundred hunters would conduct a 
rabbit hunt under the supervision of the 
State Conservation Department. Occurring 

during the peak of the Great Depression, hunters from distant northern Michigan and 
Ohio saw the hunt as a way to put food on their families’ tables.

The Rabbit War lasted five days in January 1932, Monday through Friday, during 
school to keep the children safe. Ninety hunters roamed the Island in teams of five or 
six, led by a local captain, and killed about 3,500 rabbits which were donated to needy 
families and welfare agencies. A couple hunters also sustained injuries.

This was the one and only Rabbit War. In March 1932, Michigan State College 
Professor James A. Neilson developed a mixture of linseed oil and resin to coat the 
bark of trees that was cheap, easy to make and apply, and presumably harmless to the 
rabbits. How effective this was is unknown, but in October 1932 the Township Board 
decided to halt rabbit hunting on Grosse Ile. 

See page 12 for advice on how you can hold your own, if not win, in the current 
Rabbit Skirmishes.

Erin Parker is an Interpretive 
Services Supervisor with the 
Huron-Clinton Metroparks where 
she oversees Stony Creek and 
Lake St Clair Nature Centers. 
LIfelong outdoors enthusiasts, 
Erin and her husband, Pete, 
moved to Grosse Ile in 2020 
with their menagerie of pets 
(3 cats, 2 rabbits, 1 corn snake, 
and 9 chickens) Erin enjoys 
biking, hiking, backpacking, 
kayaking, wildlife watching, and 
slowly converting lawn into 
native plant gardens for birds 
and pollinators. As chair of the 
education committee, she helps 
to coordinate and lead monthly 
outdoor programs, summer camp 
activities, and other educational 
opportunities that celebrate 
Grosse Ile’s green spaces. 

Fred Watson has always felt 
that he was a part of Grosse Ile, 
even when he was thousands 
of miles away. He finally moved 
back and is doing his part to 
ensure that future generations 
will be able to enjoy the beauty 
of the island.

— New Board Members, continued
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“There are many 
ways to “act locally” 
that are important 

and easy to adopt.  ”  

Living with Nature   
Reflections from the soon-to-be former editor

BY BERT URBANI

Being term limited, and with new people coming on the 
board, this may be my last issue as editor of the GINLC 
newsletter. I have enjoyed having this creative outlet, and 
have learned a lot in the course of researching articles,  
as well as attending GINLC programs, both 
of which I will continue to do.

John Leon and I moved to Grosse Ile in 
2010. We chose Grosse Ile to be able to live 
on the water and to live in a community that 
valued nature, and had proved it by taxing 
themselves to preserve Open Space and create 
bike paths. (Sadly, both those millages were 
allowed to expire, and should be revived to 
address the township’s needs in these areas in 
the 21st century. But that’s for another day.)   

Our moving day happened to be on St. 
Patrick’s Day  and we were happy to see
on this Emerald Isle (or Ile)  that snakes, 
including the endangered Fox Snake, were 
present amidst the abundant wildlife of 
many species. With a “think globally, act 
locally” mindset, we set about enhancing 
our little piece of the planet to benefit 
wildlife and human health. We removed 
large swaths of lawn and planted flowering 
native plants that are spectacular in summer and fall, 
pleasant in spring, and beneficial to wildlife year-round. 
To paraphrase “Field of Dreams,” “if you plant them, they 
will come,” and our yard is fragrant and teeming with bees, 
birds, butterflies (and rabbits), and other wildlife too small or 
secretive to notice.

There are many ways to “act locally” that are important 
and easy to adopt. One way is to stop idling your car.  
Idling cars are among my peeviest of pet peeves. An idling 
car wastes energy (gasoline), wastes money, and creates 
pollution. In fact, idling for more than just 10 seconds 
uses more fuel than restarting the engine. The US Dept. 
of Energy states “that idling from personal vehicles wastes 
more than 3 billions gallons of fuel per year, which generate 
around 30 million tons of CO2 every year, just by idling. 
While the impact of idling may be small on a per-car basis, 
the impact of the 250 million personal vehicles in the U.S. 
adds up. For saving fuel and reducing emissions, eliminating 
the unnecessary idling of personal vehicles would be the 
same as taking 5 million vehicles off the roads.”

Recycling is a complicated subject. While a lot of recycling 
info from industry is greenwashing, it’s a good habit to get into 
as long as we realize it’s not the solution to our environmental 
challenges. Remember, recycling and reusing was a way of 

life for all of humanity until very recently, 
when the Disposable Age set in. The reality 
is that very little of the plastic waste we 
produce gets recycled into new objects. Most 
of it ends up in landfills, or worse, in the 
environment, ultimately the oceans.  

We should all focus on being less 
wasteful — avoiding single use anything, 
especially plastics — while conserving 
water, saving energy, shopping locally, 
composting food and yard waste, and 
thoughtfully handling things we no longer 
need. Another pet peeve is seeing perfectly 
good items, such as furniture, sitting at the 
curb on trash day, when it could have been 
taken to the Salvation Army, Goodwill, 
or saved for the next Dump the Junk, so 
someone else could use it.

There are lots of different takes on the 
human/nature relationship, ranging from 
“Man vs Nature” as one of the classic 

conflicts in literature to the more reasoned approach that 
humans are part of nature and should act accordingly. Native 
American cultures show great respect for nature, and that 
philosophy even shows up, although often ignored, in biblical 
references to man’s (humans’) responsibility to steward the Earth.  

One of my favorite quotes is anthropologist Gregory 
Bateson’s “The major problems in the world are the result 
of the difference between how nature works and the way 
people think.” That difference has led to many crises – the 
consequences of intentional or accidental introduction of non-
native species (rabbits in Australia, raccoons in Japan, zebra 
mussels and emerald ash borers in the Midwestern U.S., etc), 
overhunting /overfishing, habitat destruction, and pollution 
leading to species extinctions, and, most importantly, the 
continuing and unmitigated combustion of fossil fuels that 
is changing the Earth’s climate right now. Climate change is 
producing apocalyptic floods, fires, droughts, and storms right 
now, affecting Americans and people around the world, right 
now, and presenting a bleak and dire future for our children 
and grandchildren if we don’t act, right now.
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In past newsletters we’ve covered how 
to protect your trees from beavers and 
deer, and which plants are less likely to 
be consumed by deer (since no plants are 
completely safe). Since we’re talking about 
rabbits, let’s try to keep the inevitable 
conflict to just a mild Skirmish. Here are 
recommendations to keep rabbits from 
devouring your plants. Physical barriers: 
If you’re protecting a garden from deer, it 
should be 7 feet tall; for rabbits, a chicken-
wire fence with 1-inch holes should be 
30-36 inches tall, turned outward at a 90 
degree angle and buried at least 6 inches 
in the ground to protect it from digging. 
Individual plants: Use a similar approach 
as the fencing to protect individual plants. 
Rabbit-resistant plants include: Astilbe, 

Aster, Black-eyed Susan, Bleeding Heart, 
Catmint, Columbine, Coral Bells, Daffodil, 
Goldenrod, Iris, Lavender, Lemon Balm, 
Lungwort, Marigold, Penstemon, Peony, 
Snapdragon, Spiraea, Tickseed, Tussock 
Bellflower, Verbena, Viburnum, Yarrow, 
Zinnia. Enlist domestic predators: Don’t 
sic your dog on the local wildlife, but do 
let them spread their scent around your 
property. If you don’t have a dog, consider 
getting dog or cat fur from a neighbor or 
groomer, and place it around your yard 
to deter rabbits. Repellents: Grosse Ile’s 
Westcroft Gardens sells spray repellents 
such as PlantSkydd and I Must Garden 
products. The PennStateExtension 
website has a longer list of rabbit resistant 
plants.

Rabbit Skirmishes 
BY BERT URBANI
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Top Right — Rabbit fencing, 2-foot high 
wrought iron decorative fence reinforced 
with two widths of small mesh plastic fence.


